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ABOUT LINCOLN 

Founded in 1883 as the first 

racially integrated orphanage in 

Northern California, our mission 

remains timeless: Lincoln disrupts 

the cycle of poverty and trauma, 

empowering children and 

families to build strong futures. 

Today, Lincoln impacts more 

than 4,000 children and their 

families in the most underserved 

communities of the greater  

San Francisco Bay Area through 

a continuum of academic 

achievement, family strengthening 

and well-being programs. An 

innovative approach, providing 

comprehensive school, 

community and family-focused 

services, combined with a 

unique team-based delivery and 

sound fiscal management, has 

established Lincoln as a leading 

regional provider of children and 

family services. With Lincoln, kids 

attend school, learn to read and 

stay with their families where they 

do best. For more information and 

stories, visit LincolnFamilies.org.

HOW TO GIVE 

ONLINE
Make a gift through our 
website’s secure online server.

COMPANY MATCH 
Give a gift through your 
workplace and matching  
gift program.

HONORARY TRIBUTE 
Make a gift in honor of  
a special occasion or  
in remembrance.

LEGACY GIVING
Contribute to our endowment 
fund to perpetuate your gift.

STOCK 
Donate stocks or  
bonds conveniently.

AUTO MONTHLY
Contribute monthly via credit 
card or automatic withdrawal.

VOLUNTEER 
Give your time as another way 
to show support.

Dear Lincoln ChangeLeaders,

Welcome to the new Lincoln! Since 

our founding in 1883, we’ve grown 

and evolved over the years as Lincoln 

Child Center. Our move back to West 

Oakland, along with our vibrant sites 

in Hayward and Pittsburg, has firmly 

established us in the communities we 

serve. This, along with our strategic 

focus of delivering school- and 

community-based programs, has 

inspired us to make even greater 

changes with our new name: Lincoln.

Check out our new website at 

LincolnFamilies.org  to see beautiful 

videos and stories from the children 

and families we serve. We’re also 

excited about our fresh, new logo 

that reflects the “heart” of our work 

in “Strengthening Families. Changing 

Lives.” We’re even more excited about 

our mission that drives each of us at 

Lincoln every day: empowering children 

and families to build strong futures.

We couldn’t do this critical work without 

you. Thank you for your partnership in 

leading change in our communities and 

supporting the more than 4,000 children 

and their families we impact each year.

Warmly,

Christine Stoner-Mertz

President and CEO
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Wendall Mitchell 
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DONOR PROFILE

Chatting with Diane Goodhue is contagious. Ask her a question about her passions  

and interests in the community, and the next thing you know you’re as excited as she is. 

The ways in which she and her husband Neil have quietly and generously contributed 

time in our communities over the past 35 years is truly inspiring. And, according 

to Diane, they are “just getting started.” In 2006, Diane joined Lincoln’s Daffodils, 

dedicated women who have provided support and funds over the many years since the 

group’s founding. From providing Daffodil leadership to serving as honorary co-chair of 

Lincoln’s ROOT event, Diane has worked tirelessly in her efforts to support Lincoln. Last 

year, we honored Diane with the 2016 James Mann Service Award for her extraordinary 

contributions empowering children and families to build strong communities. Diane 

truly embodies the Lincoln spirit of leading change in our communities. We are proud  

to call her a friend.

Why I Invest My Time & Giving to Lincoln: 

“They say, ‘It takes a village to 

raise a child.’ I certainly had that 

‘village’ growing up in Oakland. 

And that is the reason why I 

continuously support Lincoln’s 

dedication to developing and 

bettering the lives and future  

of children and their families.”

Diane Goodhue 

ROOT16 Honorary Event Co-Chair

Supporter Since 2006

THE BUTTERFLY EFFECT

A cavernous gap widens for students of color  

and from low socio-economic backgrounds  

each summer, particularly in reading proficiency.  

For African-American children, barriers of  

racial self-image and inequities in educational  

opportunities additionally impact academic success. 

Lincoln’s Oakland Freedom Schools (OFS) levels 

the playing field by providing culturally relevant 

summer literacy programming to build: 

Academic Achievement 
Reading curriculum integrating books,  
activities and field trips

Family Involvement 

Skills for healthy educational and  
social development of kids

Nutrition & Health 

Skills for healthy living, personal  
responsibility and choices

Generational Impact

Two generations of leaders grown;  
youth served and college trainers

Civic Engagement:

Skills for community service and  
social justice advocacy 
 

Last summer, Carolyn’s 
daughter and two nephews 
attended OFS. Over the 
summer, Carolyn watched 
her nephew “open up 
like a butterfly.” Eight 
years old and identified 
as intellectually disabled, 
Carolyn’s nephew slowly 
began to engage and soak  
in the lessons of each day.

“He went from being 

quiet to singing 

cheers and chants 

that reinforced his 

self-esteem and 

confidence,” shared 

Carolyn. “He found 

a joy for reading and 

began to identify 

words he didn’t know 

before attending 

Oakland Freedom 

Schools. I am grateful 

for this program and 

look forward to the 

upcoming summer.”

Diane Goodhue 
ROOT16 Honorary Event Co-Chair



ROOT16 

To propel the next generation of kids 

to seize new possibilities and envision 

successful futures, Lincoln is hosting its 

annual ROOT community fête. What’s a 

community fête? It’s an anti-gala; it’s our 

effort to show that cycles and norms can 

be broken and that events can be both 

inspiring and impactful. And that we can 

empower children and families to build 

strong futures in new, inclusive, creative 

ways. Join us!

Friday, May 6, 2016 
ROCK WALL WINE COMPANY 

2301 Monarch Street, Alameda

6:00 pm  |  Wine & Tastes

7:00 pm  |  Feast & Fun

Tastes from Calavera, Chop Bar, Encuentro,  

and Hopscotch 

Feast by SF’s Betty Zlatchin

Purchase tickets and share with friends 
today @ LincolnFamilies.org. 

Sponsorship opportunities also available. 

FUNDER SPOTLIGHT

Alba Witkin was ahead of her time. In 1982, she and 
her husband established the Bernard E. & Alba Witkin 
Charitable Foundation to dedicate resources and energies 
toward the improvement of social justice and society. 
Together, they knew the power of impact investing long 
before social responsibility became the philanthropic norm.

Due to its long-term impact on children, Alba was 
particularly interested in supporting early childhood 
education and began supporting Lincoln’s programming  
in 1998. Her legacy continues today with the foundation  
not only supporting Lincoln’s Early Childhood Mental  
Health programs but also investing in service innovations.  
The Foundation’s recent planning grant to Lincoln will seed 
the development of an upcoming on-site Family Resource 
Center at the West Oakland Mandela Gateway Apartments.

“The Foundation supports Lincoln due to its provision of 
a unique array of comprehensive programs and services 
for some of the Bay Area’s most vulnerable populations,” 
according to the foundation’s executive director, Kenneth 
Kuchman. We at Lincoln are honored to profile such a  
strong Lincoln friend and partner in the first edition of  
our new newsletter.
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